|

SFICH RZ] (FCYI A

ACTIVITIES OF THE FRENCH
SUPPORT COMMITTEE FOR
GONOSHASTHAYA KENDRA :

TZAY =1E A

1972-2007
BY MAHMLUD SHAH QURESHI

Followed h;.r AN OPFEN LETTER from
FUCHEN BIGEALILD

sty el 2A60E0 w9 e




Lo : -I’I'I’EE FOR
GONOSHASW-IAYA KENDRA :
1972-2007
By MAHMUD SHAH QURESHI

Followed by AN OPEN LETTER from
LUCIEN BIGEAULT




N NIV G T
%WWH!W-MMMWW@@
vo/y TEH €=IlE, TR, TE-d0¢ (WF AT @ fowEe FEDS,
mm«wqﬁm

mm @ fa@, J00d
LLEERE 1< )

[VIT! ,__,,.szmmmsmmn'r COMMITTEE FOR
YA KENDRA : 1972-2007
ma Ilbmmbﬂmiiof&emmlnux Institute of
nmondi, Kolabagan, Dhaka-1203, Bangladesh.
«com

Price: Taka 50.00 only
USS : 2 Euro:3

WWW&#MW@W
+i ofiem Ay e efeel ¢ gud
T T3 SEEar Gl Ok Sh wgeefex

sl sy @rad Aee R ofivee g3

st fefameg (T W SORGEATE WGE e
BoSIY B WA W R @ W g
oen oRE Agfer wmw fedn @X o

TGO U (AT T HEPAAE A W

SR ATE 6 YT SR AG A DA

e ™

@& 9o, 3005

r e

:‘tE|t|
¥, ||




FICA NG (FTQ] AN

OF I AT AR GO 3 | 97 o = @2 @,
e 2R wife W3 wme W afemid e
SrAd e | (RTge FH @S SINTae 999 ET 24,
T (12 CTede a @it Tew Tew | HeEE (Y OlF
“ufee Teree wfErg Wiy e g ¢ Aifes Sxuee
cFeE TN porm farin @36 wfew e afsormey wwa
Teefen we dfafoe @ e, wIW ©R ereTes
DS SRATSA TN IEANTA THATSE A T
fow bR afedm 9 @ oo e wEem
fofeenfav 8 s W T e I R AL
T | S5aY AE S @I, T, TEFAZ GBI Few e
faem@l-wwe fogafre el we a9 I @
2iffefs ey g TS Fit SarEm @) TN HAw U

gt wwa S Wi st sifares o e

sfeemre T Wt e | e v fafte  UreEw

(T SR (A GF T (O e |

Q7 @3 q@E WS ©Ered  ewwaEl 3 e
swEeEE O e frafeem sesrer Siedeee
eETT wedfe el fifee Afede | e TSR
5 FYA O (WAl TR (A | OYN O 99 F16 | Ao
T2 A, Y559 FIEE AT e T At R oAy @
q o afe Fegefedia waf agme ‘W ofe TreEs
SIEREE foaew @9 AW WS (AL’ NS WHwM e
wafere™ | weefe e W3 wgEed feln fen afe
wEfae =% s @ W PR ATy @ra ANvE
T @3 A aferamw (ot waf *

Ifegra A0y @y afevrer ¢ aafis i s
s e AeifaeTa ST e 8 TRITefe wE I |

(g



FARIGE], AM-CTA-TETS! TWEE SENTSIEA T
wfesrs 4 ¢ Smia &fe sgainay Baares | 3 @x
QT 3D AER tEE A (9T @ weew WSy
Twie @'Tw waifs aeifas ot geew s wEwe wfafe
T AR W warl* wgEme AW 91 FRENCH SUPPORT
COMMITTEE (FSC) | Tw@<i (@, SIire 7w «fers Arsis
fors’ a1 fen W TSR SWRE SR HEE @Y g0
A | o oF (e ‘fore'y wifds wrgfedren w
W S T WEW PE, (Suf wuee wfs wefd
FRFANAT 9% @ euw Afren FEm-vErern
faafbe Sma 4f2rs @t =g |

Tafaas 9o mria wdife farre @@ ypa8 e
AT @ NIMET I, TR, T 9L THZ FAMS,
AT, SIS A FIEARMGIAD AT WE YA3 (gD
w@g o SR g AR ¢ FEENT AT AT |
o afas vfgrare cre Rt aeifreme o @b T
ATAG) (FYLE O AGMANS 8Y (W OEF R O 7,
TECS (T AT AR A e | qwraa o1 a%a «ra wdfay
o AT BRI U |

Fee ox fom wiea @f e W3 oewi 2feqs
Ira W3R RS Afaraea e Yiifa | gevs, @ e
Tl Trad Faral foaft Wi St | @ JiHend 3
AAPTE  ATNGS FACe  rSEm  Trane e dm
frafeem, S 2w - W o, i fa 93 @
G |

TEAPH TR S e aren e =aendl feifag
o foferefore Fown Rfey «=m wge fim y&ss
AR OY @RIER | PO FEPE ©AH SIAd
L] AR ATE | O g @qen A S e
S [ e 1, B 08,000 (R SrwTA 4@
@6 FAre, ATS S AP @i Wi (¢ @ gwres

Y

@ e ez FEEE O eerwena wRend M s«
Y9 @ | @ eIy TF e (o 9= S ferTe
MR sareE @ @ @ e me faa o | @
TR ST PEE-a7 a1 ISR IS e gt
e T oo Sgw 2@ e | fof o2 warerm wufi
¥ TRECTNT & AP Anfaen sy s fe
STAT Mife 97 TeaE I GNBEE INZ TECT TAE |
SRS WY 3% AR WG FNE GFF 0A IR
B afefifirs i arevie ¢ =i war waret carss
FIRATCRS QT A |

FALEATR 41 QAR O GTGT R4 AR Srarey 2ve
wef (reut FRlEE QWIS | wiRiel [ T A
TORITR @ 33, ’ifa sifieene aeemm afefifams s
ST, $IF AN WSS A | o correw, ww
79 e | do aIew forem adte, &R ow,
ST (OIgA TR 5 1 g (e e fofr e
oS o w1, iy 2t | Sl o=, 3543 e SIS
TR R O, G AT @Y eTEHEE €3 o c@d
ST 338 BeiifEe Ay fow qeinee S wig wnE @
W@,mﬁﬁﬁmm;m%ﬁmwm,
fof @ ez s wacem | Ot w1 iR e waEe
-mﬁammvimﬁmﬁmmmmm
TAT G AE I, SR A S AE |
e o arEw @, S fofi wa fimm-9a s fm
AEF | TS, TEE YW@ T ©F (TROHES A
©l. SIEFER (GG SR FAER W4 CNBEE e e
PHAR IRMAR AACNA | GFZ HE SF SR 9B
A G e Bote e | WnR fm e G
SEW AT | T, WEFERLD WA (TR I (o weAre
bIRETR etg I o weyy | sHafiw S wwarew efedam

q




i s wom b Suem WA S o
G e | e Wi Pirm-an ok o 2w feR
L, (Bl A TR e W @ Aferavie owred Sge
arafe | sy w'fim oz fofa fene wwemw @R IR
TACEAR (4, G (TS AN AZY DY ALTS! WA
Trel, O G WMy @WHe AR | @O ¢ qf6
afevnma wdfigaren fffe zn o B St @y @
G=fB o) gEioeTER 2fis e |

2 fermz, yva pfmm Ry a4y &g wgws wfife
afed amew | SwATE g S affe T wwm
wfgeae #fafe (Gem pEfe ffb/efire W oeme) |
e Tgfiter gore Wl (e 79 e R orer TR SRt
FEACAT AR -FLLENSR T8 AN ST SN B |
TS @O IR e 9w I E e
Tfeead e aEfes (ouw IdR e Afes slaTeE
(7o eferave sBam-In TafEsae Afon Gwem W
fere ©vm) | S @ WA T @ FEATeE o e
fem oM @ 200 @ eFe @z TS TN T |
g wfer o= @ Areng «f feo 2o eors s |
A PrEme a3 W BIel GETRER @9 A¢EE IR
CR fege TR A RS WA | IR ILF O,
3D FIE T TRfereaeea STaTEal 7 I (@, Sind
S R TR W @A, SR RS S @ i
TR RENR AR A A AE e
CRE JFe oz ©IW SR AEfen IdEw TF  carEe
T | wogE e FRfeR e ofedm W oF, W
IS A S FERE @ @i | @ s gt
Si?fr'!'ﬂ%ﬁm@:

‘This was the start of an incredible story and it
changed our lives completely’ [ @ z& @3 sfegty fEae

oF | W WTS Ffen «ifRfEs 7@ o sE S |

'3

IS ARG oF S A IFHE ABAA TGP
afecnea S | o34, fofecst smem, Feme o e
frsra 37371, Afes qrftal creneat sace anrea Seiwad
TRIAZ T FHACE TN FZAS A0S weoig ore faste
foufe weieesn aft o | Sy s 7wt (e, Caeila @
ST e TReel, e firmeretan e
faot=m, s@ fifen waf swe Affe g 93 e
wofara R v, @ ATy @rEa 6 ¢ AfEregean
Gy Y92 RS ZAfE AE 4w @6 qH | defirs A@
CAISATCAe @ LA B Ararw-afefafy e verst 4o
O FRAIR @ TS S2rea A79F! | . GIewarE olgal 3va9q
AER 52 G ofard «F “@ wEEw @, SR e
faire wifst wfe @1 Giv-wa eaive o foames @
MR AMHS FACS QTR | AT Srmdy @, frdra s
e foff d5ay e @ Tearel ¢ Are Qe Afaweda
FACSH GAR WA IfEw I St e o e, coufa
fe Fref® | o1 sen wE w ¥ a9 SrEre wiieE
vearel ¢ e | sfeanaa wew Sopeaa fof freres,
‘corRl AT WEIEE (TS AW, ORE G3cE SN wE
fof% ferdran 71 " 12 sttt RN 8 @R g Wt
A ATF | @7 S5 St &EW ACTION MEDEOR = 10
TS (S SR GIT! BT Y@ T 2,300 CHA
1< ofifsea facafecem |

AN WBAIA A7 Wo WAfES 2rer wrww G +if wifég
S | @ WS wifen 2feeet qrmm ceuf afaffoys @ fafba,
OIfAsed WBAR FAAMS ORI | AENAT Sob-3 AEA A6
e AfaE WiEa @i s T 99 @miEE eriRe T
9w R wikfie 2w | of qun wEEIRTe A @
A WiEeE T Swa-ated  oxfe Gremem Aide
SIS FTHEATTR | ITS S T4 ATIIR SITADIIR
fecrels cemm wafeem | Waea 4w o, wreean o

>




(oITER 2R | IR e 9%R “F S ER-97 T Sia
AFS T O M3 GHE, SSb E  AETAT Y
SIS cuifie 2@ etmwe o, Rerare® 7z S wfeawis
At (el T A2 AR AGTRCAT G — A SR S,
oyl o gy F1ega Nfeq TR 9 SgmeAe reeTed
T A6 FREHAE |

G G (Al A TR (R @B 30 ue
cafewre e afedr o a4Bfe ez safes war oTEm
So-30 dfga, Svbro FHITE FIER AT e o A
efsona wrrafer smfes!, sigpar gae 38 amiie
=15 faraseme o W wifaifacas simaes 9@

Sob-8 AR W56 W whel 3B FEoA! | IgEfed 84
frfere Twara ooy W egd fafid sraadee e
ety e T (FHas) TRreee sws
zq | 38 it Tl wmiwwEarR GiRa e (A G e
@A 9T SRACE REYS T IE OAA AATH
ST TE GEF R Ty (@ @ fEftian s it afs
ST AN AP FEA | 8K (THFR I wwware
(BIE INMZI AR € QPTG AP G aRT-93
Iz e e @2 @ FBTe e wWow E | dabe AE
@M @B TG A=A RT T | T TS
ToTeEd TowEe TR G ST (@ (Wi SeErs
NG (YRS SIS TGAT 27 IEA T AZHS A |

Soby AN 38 B A @3 Ao ey (*THR
fafey ey ¢ ©F TR TNINE A SiEmaT e |
BTG TS FfAOn FACLATEA T FIBIER AT (S
3B SEw 3feq I37 T W Svbq AT NS S
G FRAERR @A AR Ao @B 3 @S I
T WANES (iR | RS Afufer 3 R T 9y,
g verel @, AfenwE $wa T IHWR A (@HER
G Afere @R | GRS wRs Beifgs farew feee T

ple]

- ffv Svav AAE e eifver wifig #em s (o |
oYl et @@ S e ufiw @i - Ak e
NG (T ST TAM SrAm aF &3 7591 I | T
TSR MeR 2@ Al T el Hee corem a5 FAHTE
T P PLAMRLEA! TG S} A |

TRE WA NS AEATR BoAm A o, ceuf
NG (Frae TAF e I (s wEs Aw-AneG | o
W%&ﬁ@%@@%%@dﬁﬂmm
T | YoBR I Sfere 2Ll W A135 AIRelRT ey W
SIgEfeF T | T+ REe A qow aah AHfes
Y] AE T, SEFAR BGR, T IW G, e
Q3R N SAE FAR SR | GTS OfA Sigwd S
SHo SO | (A SIEl O A1eTd $oigE W9 St @
9T SRR afefafe, e waf swrme sefiea
SRR FLA ACH | AABTS 9 T TR AN Brale
i1, %e, e aa SR wAee - AR S E, fiw
Terat, 7, e ey g (@rha T T e whifen
f @ woR dAfw, Bemz, wew e waw @
TIFATTR A, o7E, 7ofe, 2ffeq fare, fedie 713, oftd
wfFs FFam AvF wiftmre g9 o e @, 4,
=g, e, srefegrr, wdwer, wmErn |

I @R 5w TR ey wwew e v
g, fog wd Az @ oy @rma Ry wfens
TAEHA TS T AR SHfefAG s cenalicr
TR AafSn sz [foe dite | dovs TMER
T TRl s Afifen @3B e sreng wiew | e
I AR @ A TR i BerR e w
fer S e e e ¢ or & e 27 SR

o3




1B I e | ] < ) P (o s
. CRCAW, SCEOAEl GFEE 3L AR (AT GO,
TSN BC@fEi*' shifeses) erraa 7ee |

dobe AER «feE Wt vl wiwwaR e T i
Tt e Affer T w9 @ FEw 2nfEeT | a9
FOMG @ (@H9-G9 7% | IS SIFl Al0d (eIreieed #q
ARG @26 (@R T9ets vt o<t g |
13 wffoe fars effad @ T@ce Wt WE 1 @R Bfars
wieFare wHfe a3z 43 Tt gifvsrere apm aae @ as
Toifge witen | «ft cot gaTR wITsfer | B @, e
wiea e @i ey = |

SoBY ANETE (LB SISl ©f, SIewaz (Ggdl ¢ ©iF &
AR AT GF ST AT @dTe A3 | T @,
R (@7 SeAfEe s it ¢ $ R & afae foe |
O IR G TPT A7 STE W8 T ARHS AAOR TR
SNoArgy (FTEa ¢ T4 S ToEmrE e SN @MAre
13 ulo wfare | guw gfars @i gt sates fmarets,
Gl DI (BIYA G2 G G FFAIT-GF 2TEF BRI 8
A (PCRT FAPNGT SO LA TG IWIRCPTS,
SiBre (Al w FpE, [, T (T I GE &) e
Afew (g @rEa Jeghm) | et SaRe zmne
SO TCSHE, Sodq |

S5 AN AMAZ (FFT ¢S A Toferw
A2 «3f5 YaRm e | wa Piem kact wew @ dE
Bfy e wafors - o SRR T I WA TR |
ST (Pred elfevrel ¢ FEgW @3 Tl wRES fufen
ATV (A S AR qare! @ figr favy qBre gt
e wfem @rates, site fofq sfeawa sifaca aees -

“In my daily Prayer I keep you all, French and
Bangladeshis, deep in my loving heart. That the mystery of

R

—

-

the Eternal Love from which, in spite of all our differences,
we dg know that our will of Love is coming, be in you all,
keeping you full of courage and joy.”
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ACTIVITIES OF THE FRENCH SUPPORT COMMITTEE
FOR GONOSHASTHAYA KENDRA, 1972-2007

We are celebrating the 35" anniversary of the founding of
Gonoshasthaya Kendra (G.K.), which began as the
Bangladesh Hospital in Agartala, India, during the
Bangladesh Liberation War. The field hospital was the result
of the work and sacrifice of six doctors and about 10
collaborators.

One of them, Dr. Zafarullah Chowdhury, went to France
in 1972 and met the legendary social and religious personality
Abbé Pierre. Abbé Pierre, who died recently, was a great man,
and we start this short paper about French support for G.K. by
honoring his memory. Abbé Pierre became one of three key
people — the others being Lucien Bigeault and Bernard
Jarousse — in the development of the French Support
Committee (FSC) for G.K.

When Abbé Pierre decided to give a grant to Dr.
Chowdhury, he said: “I am giving you money collected from
our poor people in France for the poor and destitutes of
Bangladesh. Remember always that the poor should be the
beneficiaries of this donation.”

One year before this meeting, Abbé Pierre had been
mvited by the Prime Minister of India, Indira Gandhi, to visit
the camps in and around Calcutta where refugees fleeing the
fighting in East Pakistan had settled. Abbé Pierre was shocked
by dhe terrible conditions he witnessed there. He was 60 years
old at that time.

During the last days of the Bangladesh Liberation War,
Abbé Pierre went back to France to lecture around the country
about the tragic situation in Bangladesh. The government of
France sold Pakistan arms and so was in favor of Pakistan. As
a result, the news media was not reporting much about the
Bangladesh Liberation War,

M

Abbé Pierre directed the members of his organization,
Emmaus, to write letters to the 34,000 mayors of France's
towns and cities, large and small, urging them to support
relief work in Bangladesh. Members of Emmaus also
personally collected money for the refugees. Soon after Abbé
Pierre returned to France, however, the war started ended and
the refugees went back home.

Abbé Pierre’s speech made a very strong impression on
Lucien Bigeault, an employee of TransWorld Airlines who
had heard Abbé Pierre’s presentation in his church. Lucien
himself started collecting money in the churches of Bagneux,
the town where he lived. Lucien donated the money to
Emmaus. With the help of the local mayor and representatives
of a few organizations, Lucian also collected money in the
streets and shopping mall areas in March 1972, which he
donated to Emmaus for purchasing milk powder for school
students in Bangladesh. To introduce the people of Bagneux
to the people of Bangladesh, Lucien invited an official who
had defected from the embassy of Pakistan and who then was
representing Bangladesh per interim. The official came to
Bagneux with two other Bangladeshis, one of whom, an
engineer, was a school friend of Zafrullah Chowdhury. The
engineer soon returned to Bangladesh and gave Lucien’s
address to Zafrullah Chowdhury.

Since the days of the French Revolution, the French
people have upheld the slogan “Liberty, fraternity, and
Equality”” and have always believed in equality, and this sense
of justicz underlay the establishment in 1972 of the French
Support Committee (FSC) for G.K. — or, as it 1s known in
French, Centre de Savar - G.K. was attempting to self-
finance the development process, and also was attempting a
lot of urgent relief and development activities with
international aid from outside the country. Bangladesh was a
war-torn country with a very fragile economy, which was
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wrackefi by famine, cyclone, flood, cholera outbreaks, crime
corruption, cheating and black marketeering lhI'OL: h I t:b,
ufllguar'ded. border with India. During this period, the %?ren 1:
:::ruzens w!th lllcir small support commilttee took ;lp the caut;e
lh:;:;;]:(w):::r;ﬁ;.l(.. as well as Bangladesh itself, as if this was
' In August 1972, Lucien received from Zafrullah
( lm.wdhury_a proposal for a People's Health Centre ;n Savaar
[,]l:;len replied that he was very interested in the project and
g qugh he had no money of his own to donate, he would
inquire as to whether sufficient funds could be i"ound H
kpew that not all the funds collected for Bangladesh relic;f fi
given to Emmaus had been used. And so he decided he i
place the matter before Abbé Pierre. g
: Zafrullah Chowdhury decided to come 1o Europe in
Wv:r:l;)lf:ml:nar, to m.eett people who helped during the Liberation
.ar. He first visited Holland and England, and then, along
w:th. two Dutch volunteers, came to Paris in mid-Se t‘ernb b
Lucien took them to meet Abbé Pierre at Charenton ﬁl an 0‘;‘;]-
church, whe_rc Abbé Pierre was living at that time. Ir,le asked a
lot of questions to determine whether Zafrullah Chowdhu
was trustworthy and his project sound. He then said he woull-g
rEnake a proposal to his board meeting the next day. The
Onlraus board .a‘pprovcd, and Abbé Pierre then Lelcpl.mned
X arp. the British NGO, to ask whether it would als
contribute money to the project. Oxfam agreed. The sul b
of meaus and Oxfam allowed the People’s Health C i
build a hospital in Savar. 8
Thirty-five years later, Lucien Bigeault wrote, “This w
the start of an incredible story, and it changcé our I "
completely!” -
r (E;eilfis[):ce:zber 1972, Lucien Bigeault, Bernard Jarousse
o uch as Prof. Alexandre Minkowski (1915-2004)
n the French Support Committee to help the
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development of G.K.'s work in health and medicine, primary
education for the children of destitute families, and
preparation for, and recovery from, natural disasters. The FSC
support has continued for decades.

Al the same ume, Emmaus founded a central committee
for establishing town sywins” (sister cities) between France
and Bangladesh. During the Christmas period, members of
these committees chartered a flight to come 10 Bangladesh.
For instance, Bordeaux, a major French city, was twinned
with Chittagong, Bangladesh’s second largest city. (This
author was a member of the Chittagong committee.) Bagneux,
where Lucien Bigeault lived, the Emmaus established a sister
city relationship with Savar.

One of the female members of the Bagneux-Savar
committee gathered 200 Kgs of medicines from the hospital
where she was working, and this medicine became the first
direct assistance send by the Bagneux commitiee 1O Savar. At
that time, Abbé Pierre visited Bangladesh and met with Prime
Minister Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

In 1976, after Emmaus determined that most of the money
going 1o twin towns in Bangladesh was going to elites, almost
all the town twinning committees were disbanded. However,
the Bagneux-Savar committee remained in contact with G.K.

In the beginning, the FSC sent support from France and
they had rather indirect contacts with Savar. On 19 January
1977, Zafrullah Chowdhury wrote @ letter to the FSC, a day
after a journalist from a French daily newspaper had come to
see him. (This author 18 acquainted with the journalist.) This
was M. Gerard Viratelle of Le Monde. He visited the border

areas during the Liberation War, and was aware of the effort
and trouble that went into the establishment of the field
hospital in Agartala during the war, and after the war, the
People’s Health Center in Savar, In the letter, Zafrullah
Chowdhury insisted that the members of the FSC visit the
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People’s Health Center personally, and added Jjokingly, “or I
won’t write you anymore!”

In November, Lucien Bigeault and Bernard Jarousse came
to Bangladesh for the first time, They also sent a generous
sum of money to the German charity Action Med - 10 1o
purchase medicines at a discounted price.

In this way, the time passed and the 1980s approached.

These were very important years in the history of Bangladesh
as well as in the world. In March 1982, martial law was
declared in Bangladesh. Earlier, in January, Gonoshasthaya
Kendra in Savar organized an international conference on
North-South technology transfer. Prof. Alexandre Minkowski,
honorary president of the French Support Committee, joined
in this conference. On 18 June 1982, the new Drug Policy in
Bangladesh was announced. Prof. Minkowski and his
colleagues congratulated the Government of Bangladesh for
this daring step, which, according to him, was fully in line
with the policies of the World Health Organization and which
set a positive example for the developing countries. Also in
the 1980s, an effort began to establish an institute of medical
sciences at GK. On 18-20 April 1983, a workshop was
organized in the area of Bordeaux, France, in collaboration
with CIDESSCO, with the participation of rural health science
specialists from the United States, Africa and Europe. In
1984, a terrible incident occurred at G.K., when Gono
Pharmaceutical Limited — G.K.’s factory for the production of
essential medicines -- was attacked. The attack allegedly was
instigated by international pharmaceutical companies,
unhappy with the National Drug Policy.

On the 24™ April 1984, Lucien and Bernard expressed
their sympathy in a letter, highlighting the importance of their
struggle, to Zafrullah Chowdhury. On 14 March 1986, Lucien
sent a long letter in which he dealt vividly with the various
problems of G.K.’s activities and their possible solutions. In
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the meantime, due the efforts of the FSC ! lhedF.rencE:
government offered to G.K. staff a scholarsh.lp for stu V}fmg_ Ie
Paris. In the fall of 1987, Rokeya Parveen Ntly of the fcc:;e
Laboratory went to France on the scholarship. _Latcr n o
house of Bernard Jarousse, Rokeya Parvecp Nilu Oprese:}lhe
Bengali food; which the French gt?unuets enjoyed.d neCoK &
guests at that party was Gisele Briolet, who worked at G.K.
i S.
g nu::rs;n éiiliz??he 1980s, Zaﬁ'ullah_ Chpwdhury went 1o
Paris and met Abbé Pierre for the first time in a de‘cade. Ao
In the 1990s, G.K., but received a great. mlematu?n;
recognition. In 1992, G.K. was honored with lhi ngl ;
Livelihood Magsaysay Award. The FSC sent a warm ettel:- s
Zafrullah Chowdhury and other doctors and G.K. wor ae:d
congratulating them for what the much- deserved ho:;lo: =
for their approach to life, which the FSC members heartily
5“PI?I?‘:;°;-SC was trying hard during this time to get pl;bllc;y
in France and Western Europe, to f:ollect .money or th:
different activities of G.K. and in particular f;};% )
educational programs of Gono Pathshala. In F:epmary .;ct
group from the FSC came to Savar an.d they visited tht; pl‘:j e
areas and encouraged their friends in Bangllz'idesh. n 1:t0
1995, Zafrullah Chowdhury, with is wife Shirin Hugq, ;vexl] !
Paris, and they repeated the visit in September 1996 along
i ir child, Bareesh. !
Wlm()tzzl;::rﬂg’ter, the FSC members joinedv their_G.K. fn;nd:
at Savar and in one photograph we see Lucian Blgeau!llt, rr:d :
Minkowski, Dr. Qasem Chowdhury and Andrew Rut i:{ 0 ki
another participant in G.K. activities on be.:half 9f Qne Aobrbé
Action, a London-based organization. During this u;ne‘, 4
Pierre wrote a letter of encouragement and congratulation. -
said that when he had visited the refugee camps amuhe
Calcutta, he had been 60 years old. Some 25 years later,
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expressed his happiness that the donation by Emmaus to G.K.
and the work of their sympathetic French friends had
produced a successful result, He congratulated founders and
workers of G.K. and members of the FSC for their eamestness
and devotion in the exemplary humanistic activities. He
furhter wrote:

“In my daily Prayer, | keep you all, French and

Bangladeshis, deep in my loving heart. That the mystery

of the Eternal Love, with which, in spite of all our

Differences, we do know that our will of Love is coming,

be in you all, keeping you full of Courage, and Joy.”

It seems that Abbé Pierre’s benediction helped the
activities of G.K. to succeed. The third millennium started
with new problems and possibilities. There were worldwide
political subjugation and economic exploitation, and internal
social conflicts, which made the human condition very
difficult and intolerable.

The French friends decided in the meanwhile to extend
their helping hands elsewhere. They thought that the demand
of Bangladesh was also less urgent than in the past. And yet,
they continued their Support mostly through annual visits to
Savar.

But by the beginning of 21 century, we find another
special recognition from France. (Unfortunately, this was not
well publicized in Bangladesh.) On 12 May 2001, a road in
the township of Saint Mathurin sur Loire was named Rue de
Savar Bangladesh. Zafrullah Chowdhury attended the
dedication ceremony. Also in the same town, a small replica
of Bangladesh’s Independence War Memorial was installed.

Later, when Lucien’s wife Monique visited G.K., she took
lessons in carpentry in the wood workshop of the village
women who work in the G.K. Nari Kendra. In 2000, the FSC

members attended an international conference held at GK, the
People’s Health Assembly. Some G.K. staff, such as Shishir
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: . . of
and Dulal, also visited France to exPlam_ then'. latest course
activities and 1o warm up the whole rlr:lzmonshltp.the b

| an s arily presen SC-G.K.

In conclugion, we can summ : —

joi or1s | Jd of social development. From 4
oint efforts in the field of soci . | e
JFSC has supplied full financial suppgrt for the e);pc?sday
Gono Pathshala, i1.e. the People’s Pn.mary Schglcly ; = (,é
there are 98 such institutions in the Chittagong Hi ra1 ;as
in the char areas, 7 are in islands in the SOI;llhBI;Ill cgaga l:;rgan,
i ected areas, upholding the G.K. s !

and 14 in the flood-altected : b i
“Only education can free people from poverty. F hﬁse scll:gtter
are very aclive in propagating gender ggua ILE‘ i
livelihood for the students and the communities where they

live. . : . o
There is also provision for residential dormitories

t 250 students. . . . '
abmll{ecemly the FSC extended its helpmg_ hand in anotfwl
very important field: the protection of seeds in the hilly ;m?:l;
In 2006, 1,691 storehouses for seeds where cox}structe 1w‘ie5
the ﬁna;lciz;l help of the FSC. The FSC also paid {hefsnaarzizJ e

in tri sas, and tried to procure 11
40 teachers in tribal areas, an _ |
::sistance for the benefits of the elderly, and obstetric r.u,u'tse;;f
The FSC also extended their help %‘or the G.K..prIOJe:rater
supplying arsenic-free water by fixing closed circle
ter on the tubewell. .
s e;‘rom 2007 on, for five years, the FSC hgs aflee;li to f\;;lsd
ildi hshala schools in the char areas.
the buildings of 15 Gono Pat hale :

S eecial cultural exchange activities have been estabhllzheti
wI;th Mahatho tribal primary schools. A group oé" Frcx;lc emc;):e
i have already visited such r

d girls from Cher, France, ‘
:Irleasg and they have continued to exchange pictures and cards

among them. . i
Jogy Bannerjee, a member of the support connn;tte:v :; £
media man from Paris, came to G.K. to make a film for

. . . -
audiences (During the 1960s, in Paris, this author has a very
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close relationship with parents of Joy Bannerjee, who were
from West Bengal.)

From 1972 to 2006, one person above all others offered
selfless service to create this exceptional organization. He is
Lucien Bigeault. After he retired, recently, Jacques Lejeune
became president of the FSC. It is heartening to note that the
new committee approved all the activities of G.K. and has
promised to keep its commitments. We wish to conclude here
our short report by expressing the hope that the friendship
between G.K. and the French Support Committee will
cQnuinue forever.

[ Translated from the Bengali. The original is slightly different in spirit and
content.  Prof. Quershi, the author, is head of the Department of Language,
Communication and Culture and Dean, Basic and Social Sciences, at Gono
. Bishwabidalay (People’s University). He joined this post-retirement assignment
from public universities like la Sorbonne, Universities of Chittagong and
Rajshahi in 1998, a few months before the founding of the university, and met
Lucien and Bernard the same year in Savar.
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OPEN LETTER FROM LUCIEN BIGEAULT

Dear Zafrullah, Qasem, Shofique Khan and all our GK friends
and GK workers!

I do know how important is this 35th anniversary celebration
for you all as it is for us too. As the founder and since Apiil
last year, the Honorary President of our GK French Support
Committee, I am very sad not to be with you today. I can also
guess and understand your disappointment. Even though my
heart condition is stabilized, this long airplane journey and the
extreme hot weather that you experience at this time of year
could put me at risk. Please pardon me and be sure that I am
with you with my heart and my memories.

I was very happy that our new President, Jacques Lejeune
with his wife, Marie Noelle, both faithful members of our
Committee, had decided to come in the name of all our
members to share your joys and deliver a vivid testimony of
our friendship. Unfortunately and unpredictably they had to
cancel their trip for personal reasons. They are really very sad
and regretful. Having been closely involved from the very
beginning to GK history our Committee new board, gave me
the task to remind you and your invitees some of the historical
details of this unpredictable encounter. How come a few
Frenchies and a dozen Bangladeshies, living so far away with
so many cultural differences, managed to build a 35 years
friendship ? :

35 years ago after a devastating and cruel war, a new
nation was born, Bangladesh. It is Father Pierre's appeal, after
his visit in the refugee camps near Kolkota that motivated me
to do something positive to help feeding the Bengali refugees
in India. In April 1972, with my long time friend, Bernard
Jarrousse, we organised a fund collection in our hometown
near Paris. [ invited a young Bangladeshi engineer, being
trained in France, to come and meet our fund collectors. He
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asked for my address. By chance, it happened that upon his
return to Dhaka, he met one of his university friends, young
Doctor Zafrullah Chowdhury, who was seeking contacts in
Europe to find funds to help him build the GK Savar hospital
building. He gave my address to Zafrullah and that's how, in
August 1972, I received in my mailbox a document describing
the *People health Centre’ project. Even though I was very
much enthused by this very innovative public health project
planned by a team of pioneering and dauntless Bangladeshi
doctors, unfortunately our small group of militants had no
money to offer. However I answered back: "we like your
project, we have no money but will do our best to find some"
This is how I thought of Abbe Pierre who had raised funds for
the Kolkota refugee camps. Victory came on December 16th
1971 much earlier than expected, so refugees rushed back to
their villages and most of money collected by Abbe Pierre
could not be used. I contacted Abbe Pierre and. when
Zafrullah came to Paris in September 1972, a meeting was
organized. After a very tight questioning of Zafrullah, making
sure the money given by the poor people of France would
really reach the poor people of Bangladesh, Abbe Pierre, in
full confidence, agreed to provide half of the required funds,
Oxfam UK gave the other half of the money. On December
12th 1972, we decided to transform our informal little group
into a formal NGO certified by French Government with no
other objective than to support GK, still in its childhood but
already full of energy and growing fast.

We were convinced that the People Health Centre project
was essential to build an innovative and so much needed
public health system for the new nation of Bangladesh. An
integrated development project as proposed by GK with
people participation, was something we were all dreaming of
in our little group of militants and this is why we heartily
decided to support it. To be honest, after meeting in Paris a
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man so bright and so strongly convincing as Zafrullah, 1t was
impossible for us not to start campaigning for his project. We
decided to give GK our full support but just for 5 years,
however 5 vears by 5 years, Zafrullah managed cunningly to
keep our Committee working for GK 35 years later. Of
course, our little group grew up and through the years
managed to collect significant funds to support specific GK
development programs and for relief and rchabilitation
operations  after destructive floods and cyclones. Through
partnership with European NGO's like "War on Want" and
"One World Action", we were (and GK) quite happy to see
our funds more than doubled by European Union
cofinancings. Beyond collecting funds, we did also our best to
make GK innovative activities widely known in France
through magazine and newspaper articles, films and
conferences. At the same time we lived with emotion all the
bad and good times of GK, shared your sadness when Nizam
was assassinated in Shimulia in 1976 or when GPL was
attacked in 1985 not to mention the difficult time of 1990 but
also shared your enthusiasm and pride for GPL success, for
the bright victory ending the fierce battle of the new drug
policy implementation in 1982, for the Magsaysay prize in
1985 The Right Livelihood award in 1992, and the opening of
Gono University in 1998, almost 13 years after the many
conferences and workshops that took place in France and
Bangladesh thanks to the French Government financial
support that we managed to secure. The training in France of
Gita, Ira, Rhaman, Niloo, Nittish has been another way to
tighten our "family”" links thanks to the fact they had to learn
French language and could meet and discuss with many
Committee's friends all over France. Twenty years later they
still can understand and speak our language ! Bravo !

GK is certainly unique in the worldwide NGO community
to have pioneered primary health care, heath insurance,
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generic drug promotion and production, a national new drug
policy, antibiotic raw material production, women
empowerment, primary education and health care in the
poorest and most remote areas of the country and, at the same
time, setting up a "University with a difference”. GK
influence has been felt much beyond Savar Thana borders. up
to national and international levels. When in December 1972,
one of our Committee's militant, a young lady doctor, visited
Savar, GK consisted only of a few tents and a dozen of highly
motivated women and men working together providing basic
health care to endless lines of patients, Who could have
guessed then what GK would be like today. What an
achievement!

Political, economical, social, environmental backgrounds
have changed a lot since 1972. GK is now facing new
challenges, overpopulation, fierce competition in the
pharmaceutical and textile industries, new ideas and concepts
in ways of fighting poverty, sickness, and malnutrition not to
speak of the climate changes ahead. The militant pioneers,
those who fought in 1971 and dreamt of building a
Bangladesh with justice and health for all, have done a great
job often at the cost of their personal lives and aspirations.
They still have the important task of passing on the stick to a
new generation of militants so as to keep GK ideals alive but
also adapted to efficiently confront those new challenges to
come.

In the name of all the donors of the French Support
Committee to GK that have closely supported with their heart
and money your incredible adventure giving hope and pride to
millions of poor Bangladeshis, I would like to say how much
we have been privileged to work for you, to work with you,
how much we have learned from you, how much you have
opened our eyes and our hearts! We are very proud to be your
friends. I would like to associate in my wishes the generous
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women and men who have worked hard in support of GK in
our Committee and who have left us for ever, Henri and
Suzanne Deluce, Renee Guihaume, Father Pineau from St
Mathurin sur Loire support committee, John Pearson, of the
South-West France GK support Committee, Gaston Riviere,
known as Toto, Professor Alexandre Minkowski and of
course, Father Pierre who left us last January and was at the
very start of this incredible adventure. They will remain alive
in our memories forever.

If our members have given so much of their free time and
money in support of GK programs during so many years [
think the only reason is the confidence they kept in GK to
remain faithful to its original ethics, the betterment of lives of
the poor people of Bangladesh. As we all agreed in the
Peoples Health Assembly, held in December 2000 in the same
building where you are sitting now, "We all share a vision
where equity, ecologically-sustainable development and peace
are at the heart of our vision of a better world, a world in
which a healthy life for all is a reality, a world that respects,
appreciates and celebrates all life and diversity, a world that
enables the flowering of people's talents and abilities to enrich
each other, a world in which people's voices guide the
decision that shape our lives". We do share this vision with
you all.

Many thanks with our heartfelt wishes to you all. Long
live GK !

Lucien

— who could not have given so much spare time to GK without the strong
support of Monique, his beloved wife. ;

If time is still available, please pass on a special thought and wishes to
share between Shanda, Kanon, Gita Kar, Ira Kar, Niloo, Baharzan, Saida,
.Rahman, Batcha, Babu, Sarker, Mazeda, Phizoo, Doctor Laila, Shishir,
Dulal, Dr Monzu, Dr Kadir, Delwar, Anil and Rekka, and many others [
have had pleasure to meet in Savar or in other subcenters.
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